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In this issue, we present a diverse array of topics encompassing digital
transformation, sustainability, and strategic business expansion. SwissCham
Philippines facilitated a high-level roundtable dialogue, featuring DICT Secretary
Ivan John Uy, to underscore the critical role of digitalization across industries. The
event convened industry experts and business leaders to deliberate on DICT's
strategic priorities and initiatives aimed at augmenting the Philippine economy's
digital infrastructure. Focus areas encompass enhancing internet connectivity,
fostering digital literacy, and encouraging public-private collaborations.

In a parallel endeavour, we participated in a forum hosted by the Department of
Foreign Affairs - Foreign Service Institute (DFA-FSI) and Digital Pilipinas related to
Digital Diplomacy opportunities. The initiative seeks to strengthen the Philippines-
Switzerland relationship by harnessing digital platforms for effective
communication, collaboration, and exchange in promoting trade and investments.

RepRisk, a prominent ESG risk intelligence provider, has introduced its ESG risk
data offering on the Snowflake Marketplace. This development grants users
access to RepRisk's extensive ESG risk exposure data for companies, projects, and
sectors, promoting informed decision-making in business and investment
activities.

Swiss Sanitary Parts Company Geberit is strategizing to broaden its presence in
the Philippines. Focused on delivering innovative, sustainable, and premium
sanitary solutions, Geberit aims to cater to the increasing demand within the
Philippine market and contribute to the nation's infrastructural progress.

Aboitiz-backed Fresh Depot has collaborated with SwissCham Philippines to
transform agri-tech through an innovative cold chain solution. Utilizing cutting-
edge supply chain technologies, Fresh Depot seeks to enhance the quality and
longevity of perishable goods, benefiting both farmers and consumers.

Ivoclar Vivadent, a renowned dental company, is preparing to commemorate its
100th anniversary. With a rich history of pioneering innovation and excellence,
Ivoclar Vivadent has significantly influenced the dental sector through the
development of advanced dental materials, technologies, and treatment
methodologies.

For our Executive Insights, Bryan Giger of Dashlabs elucidates the transformation
of healthcare through digitalization and innovation. Giger emphasizes the
potential of digital technologies and data-driven solutions to revolutionize
healthcare, leading to superior patient outcomes, streamlined processes, and
cost-effectiveness.

We likewise spotlight three dynamic organizations - Ascona International
Corporation, DDC Land Inc., and LTS Luggage Trading & Services, and invite you to
explore their respective industries and innovative strategies. 

DIRECTOR'S BRIEF

Kent Marjun Primor
Director of Operations

director@swisscham.ph



SwissCham Philippines recently hosted a
roundtable discussion with the Department of
Information Communications Technology (DICT)
Secretary Ivan John Uy on the importance of
digitalization in various industries. The event
brought together experts and business leaders
from different sectors to discuss the priorities and
initiatives of the DICT in upgrading the digital
infrastructure of the Philippine economy.

Health and Medical Industry

Bryan Giger, CEO and Co-Founder of Dashlabs.ai,
emphasized the importance of bridging the digital
divide across different business industries and
government services, particularly in the medical
sector. Dr. Herdee Luna of the Philippine Cancer
Society expressed her support for the initiative
called Act Now, which integrates telemedicine,
mobile clinics, and digital radiology to improve
early technological detections and survival
outcomes.

Tech Industry

Pavo Kohler, ERNI APAC Managing Director,
highlighted the responsibility that different
communities need to bear in the usage of
technology. Secretary Uy established that the DICT
has a division within the department that handles
talent development and capacity building. 

SwissCham
Philippines and
DICT Secretary

discuss
digitalization

initiatives in the
Philippines

He also mentioned that there are training centers
which foster the need for upskilling and right-
skilling, further strengthening the enforcement of
necessary knowledge and skill set. Zaza Soriano
Nicart, Managing Director of CISCO Philippines,
talked about how the presence of basic
connectivity could put forward innovation and
development in the country, significantly
contributing to its economic growth.

Manufacturing and Logistics

Beverly Archangel of Prozone Xpress Logistics Inc
emphasized the need to enhance businesses with
efficient information technology, logistic-wise, to
help facilitate faster transactions and
development. She also highlighted the need to
address the issue of cybersecurity for a safer and
more secure space for logistic business industries.
Urs Hebeisen of the STAMM Group of Companies
raised questions about who is supporting and
financing the infrastructure and services of DICT.

Secretary Uy shared that DICT is exerting efforts in
improving the competitive stance of the country in
the global digital economy through its initiative
aimed at providing cost-effective and high-quality
affordable internet connectivity across the
Philippines, especially in remote areas. He also
mentioned government projects such as e-
governance apps that are designed as a citizen-
centric approach wherein communities are able to
engage with the government and digitally access its
services.

The roundtable discussion provided an
opportunity for the Swiss business community to
collaborate with the Philippines in finding a path
towards greater digitalization. With the increasing
importance of digitalization in business and the
economy, the SwissCham Philippines' initiative is a
significant step towards building stronger
partnerships between the two countries.
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SwissCham
Philippines explores
Digital Diplomacy
with DFA and Digital
Pilipinas in online
Forum

The Swiss Chamber of Commerce of the
Philippines recently participated in an online
forum organized by the Philippine Department
of Foreign Affairs (DFA) Foreign Service Institute
(FSI) and Digital Pilipinas. The forum focused on
the role of technology, digital economies, and
trade in diplomacy, and featured Kent Primor,
Head of Economic and Trade Advisory at the
Swiss Embassy and concurrent SwissCham
Director of Operations, as one of the panel
speakers.

Mr. Primor shared his insights on the
importance of digitalisation in diplomacy, citing
it as one of the four pillars of Swiss Foreign
Policy Strategy. He highlighted the active
participation of Swiss companies in various
digital sectors such as fintech, digital health,
agritech, and e-commerce.

SwissCham Philippines, as a business
organization that promotes bilateral trade and
investment between Switzerland and the
Philippines, recognizes the significance of
digitalisation in business and trade. The forum
provided a platform for the organization to
showcase Swiss companies' expertise in various
digital sectors and explore potential
partnerships with Philippine businesses.
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Originally published by RepRisk. 28 March 2023

RepRisk launches
ESG risk data on
Snowflake
Marketplace

“With its capacity to identify and assess material
ESG risk, RepRisk’s dataset is aligned with
Snowflake’s efforts to drive more sustainable,
informed, and smart financial decision-making –
all within a more streamlined and efficient
process. We’re looking forward to seeing how
this addition will lead to the consideration and
implementation of ESG for our customers,” said
Kieran Kennedy, Head of Snowflake
Marketplace. 

Joint customers can now leverage RepRisk ESG
risk data on Snowflake Marketplace, allowing
them to gain a better understanding of their
ESG risk exposure by leveraging an ESG risk
dataset that is unique in the industry. To
generate their dataset, RepRisk intentionally
excludes company self-disclosures to provide
clear and transparent insights on a company’s
ESG and business conduct risks. RepRisk takes
an outside-in approach by looking at a broad
range of public media and stakeholder sources
in 23 languages to identify ESG risks – with daily
data updates across 102 ESG risk factors
mapped to standards such as UNGC, SASB, and
SDGs. RepRisk enables companies, investors,
and others to proactively mitigate these risks
that can lead to reputational, compliance, and
financial impacts for the company and its
stakeholders, as well as impacts on people and
the planet.

Snowflake Marketplace is powered by
Snowflake’s ground-breaking cross-cloud
technology, Snowgrid, allowing companies
direct access to raw data products and the
ability to leverage data, data services, and
applications quickly, securely, and cost-
effectively. Snowflake Marketplace simplifies
discovery, access, and the commercialization of
data products, enabling companies to unlock
entirely new revenue streams and extended
insights across the Data Cloud. To learn more
about Snowflake Marketplace and how to find,
try and buy the data, data services, and
applications needed for innovative business
solutions, click here.

Photo taken by Bühler Group. 

RepRisk, an ESG data science firm, today
announced that it has launched ESG risk data on
Snowflake Marketplace. ESG risk data availability
on Snowflake Marketplace will enable joint
customers to access independent ESG risk data
efficiently while simplifying and safeguarding
their internal data processes.

Jenny Nordby, Head of Business Development at
RepRisk commented: “This partnership
represents the growing consensus across
financial services that ESG data is imperative for
robust and decisive financial decision making.
We are happy to partner with Snowflake to
enable our joint customers to seamlessly plug
ESG data into their internal systems, and
ultimately, use that data to mitigate risk and
improve business conduct.”

RepRisk and Snowflake are working together to
help customers make informed business
decisions and drive innovation by enabling
effective data security, scalability, assessment,
and governance. Making the Zurich-based
company’s data more seamlessly available will
result in more flexibility in data processing and
manipulation for new and existing clients that
include asset managers, banks, hedge funds,
corporates, insurance providers, and
governments.

 Joint customers can identify and
assess material ESG risks to inform
financial decision-making with
RepRisk ESG risk data

https://www.snowflake.com/news/snowflake-unveils-new-performance-innovations-and-enhanced-cross-cloud-capabilities-for-industry-leading-data-platform/
https://www.snowflake.com/en/data-cloud/marketplace/
https://www.snowflake.com/en/data-cloud/marketplace/


Swiss Sanitary Parts
Company Geberit seeks
to expand presence in
the Philippines
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Geberit recently visited SwissCham Philippines 
 to explore potential business partnerships. The
meeting was attended by Geberit NSEA
Managing Director Michael Allenspach, PH
Country Head Gerald Poblador, and Sales
Manager Ronnie Enriquez, as well as SwissCham
Philippines Chairperson Christine Fajardo and
Director of Operations Kent Marjun Primor.

Geberit is a Swiss multinational group that
specializes in manufacturing and supplying
sanitary parts and related systems. The
company is looking to contribute innovative
solutions in hydraulics and process engineering,
among other areas. With the aim of increasing
its presence in the Philippines, Geberit hopes to
find new business partners and establish a
foothold in the country's growing market.

Geberit's visit to SwissCham Philippines
highlights the increasing interest of Swiss
companies in the Philippine market. As one of
the fastest-growing economies in Southeast
Asia, the Philippines presents numerous
opportunities for businesses looking to expand
in the region. Through partnerships with local
companies, foreign businesses like Geberit can
tap into the country's growing market and
contribute to its economic growth.

To know more about their services, visit
www.geberit.com.

https://www.geberit.com/en/
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About 40% of the Philippines lab test volume
comes from corporate referrals, usually in the
form of Annual Physical Exams (APEs) for
employees and Pre-Employment Medical
Exams(PEMEs) for outgoing OFWs. One of the
biggest challenges with conducting APE/PEME is
the flow of information. Diagnostic labs often
spend a significant amount of time encoding
handwritten documents and compiling reports
for the APE/PEME tests.

With our lab partners, we expanded our
technology to ease these problems In 2022. We
have built tools that digitize the processing of
APE/PEME tests and provide corporate partners
with a real-time dashboard to track the progress
of their employees’ tests. Companies also
receive their reports digitally, which has helped
them stay compliant with regulations.

At Dashlabs.ai, we are committed to improving
access to healthcare in the Philippines, and we
believe that our mobile lab service is just the
beginning. We are constantly exploring new
ways to leverage technology to improve
healthcare outcomes across the country, and we
are excited to see what the future holds.

In conclusion, the diagnostic lab software
industry in the Philippines has made significant
strides in recent years. However, there is still
much work to be done, particularly in terms of
providing healthcare services to underserved
areas. Dashlabs.ai is proud to be at the
forefront of this effort, and we look forward to
continuing to improve healthcare access for all
Filipinos, regardless of where they live or their
socio-economic status.

Our goal is to make high-quality diagnostic lab
tests accessible and affordable to everyone,
regardless of their location or socio-economic
status.

Dashlabs.ai - Automating Labs, Simplifying
Healthcare.

The diagnostic lab industry in the Philippines
has undergone significant changes in recent
years. The industry has been driven by the
government's push to improve healthcare
access across the country, as well as new
opportunities created by the increasing
adoption of technology, even in remote areas.

However, there are still many challenges that
the industry faces, particularly in terms of
access to healthcare. The full potential of the
diagnostic tests the industry could process is
limited by the shortage of medical professionals
and the industry’s reliance on paperwork. The
limitations not only cause longer turnaround
times but also lead to a higher overall cost of
healthcare.

This is where Dashlabs.ai comes in. Dashlabs.ai
helps diagnostic labs automate their manual
processes. We provide diagnostic labs and their
patients with an information system that can be
accessed from anywhere with an internet
connection. Our software provides a platform
for labs to streamline their operations and
improve their efficiency, ultimately resulting in
faster turnaround times for patients and more
accurate results.

As a co-founder and the CEO of Dashlabs.ai, I
am proud to say that our company has made a
significant impact in improving access to
diagnostic tests across the Philippines. During
the pandemic, we built technology facilitating
fast and affordable COVID-19 tests for more
than 5 million Filipinos.

Bryan Giger
CEO & Co-Founder
Dashlabs.ai

Transforming
Healthcare 
The Role of Technology in
Improving Healthcare
Access in the Philippines
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Aboitiz-backed
Fresh Depot joins
SwissCham
Philippines to
revolutionize agri-
tech with
innovative cold
chain solution

Fresh Depot, an agri-tech firm backed by Aboitiz,
has joined the SwissCham Philippines as its
latest member. Fresh Depot offers a unique cold
chain solution that aims to help farmers
increase their harvest yields by extending the
shelf life of their produce. This system not only
reduces food waste but also delivers a cost-
effective, energy-efficient, and flexible solution
for farmers. Fresh Depot's platform utilizes
community hubs and smart storage units to
optimize the cold chain process.

Fresh Depot's solution comes at a crucial time
when the agricultural sector is facing several
challenges such as post-harvest losses and
supply chain disruptions caused by the ongoing
pandemic. With their innovative cold chain
solution, Fresh Depot aims to provide much-
needed support to farmers by helping them
increase their profits while contributing to the
reduction of food waste. 

By joining the SwissCham Philippines, Fresh
Depot is expected to receive additional support
and exposure to help expand their reach and
impact in the agri-tech industry.

Visit Fresh Depot to know more.

Photo by PortCalls

https://www.freshdepot.ph/about-us/
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Originally published by Liechtenstein. 9 January 2023

Ivoclar Vivadent set to
celebrate its 100th
birthday

The Liechtenstein business group Ivoclar
Vivadent is set to turn 100 later this year. The
globally active dental and medical company
based in Schaan is celebrating this milestone
year with a big anniversary celebration, during
which the new main building in Schaan will be
opened. A family day for employees and their
families is also being organized to take place
shortly after the centenary celebrations.

The Ivoclar Group was founded in 1923 in
Zurich. At the start of the 1930s, the company
moved to Liechtenstein and created 100 new
jobs in the process. In 1948, the German
mechanical engineer Adolf Schneider acquired
the company, before rebranding it as Ivoclar - a
name it carries to this day - just three years
later.

His grandson Christoph Zeller joined the family
business in 1982 and became Chairman of the
Board of Directors and Executive Board in 1990.
From 2003, Robert Ganley as CEO and Christoph
Zeller as Chairman of the Board of Directors
formed the top management team, before
Diego Gabathuler and Helmut Schuster
respectively filled these two key roles in 2019.

Ivoclar employs 3,500 people around the world
and supplies its solutions for dental applications
such as dentures to dental technology labs and
dental practices in 130 countries. The business
group has 47 subsidiaries, branch offices and
production facilities. In 2021, the company
generated record sales of 842 million Swiss
francs, which it followed up with further sales
growth in financial year 2022.

“We are delighted and grateful that we are in a
position to celebrate this milestone at a
moment when the company is healthier and
fitter than ever”, comment Christoph and
Christina Zeller, who represent the
entrepreneurial family on the Board of
Directors, in the press release.

https://www.ivoclar.com/de_de


Our Members

Regular Corporate Members
ABB Inc. 
Avaloq Philippines Operating Headquarters
Basel SMH Marketing Inc. 
Blue Horizons Travel & Tours Inc. 
Brainforce AG 
Buehler Group
Concrete Solution Builders and Supply
Delta Drive Philippines Inc. 
DDC Land Inc. 
Ferring Pharmaceuticals
Flowbe7-Coaching 
Franke Foodservice Systems 
Geberit Southeast Asia Private Limited
Georg Fischer Pte. Ltd. 
Hans Brumann
Ivoclar Vivadent 
LTS Luggage Trading & Services
Partners Group Prime Services Solutions Inc.
Prozone Xpress Logistics 
RepRisk Philippines Inc. 
Roche Philippines 
Sateco Philippines 
Sika Philippines 
SGV & Co. 
Target Display  
Zuellig Pharma 

Associate Corporate Members
Ascona International Corporation 
Bengzo & Untalan Law Firm 
Dashlabs ai.
ERNI Philippines Inc.
Fresh Depot of Aboitiz Group 
Impact Acoustic 
Kuoni Global Travel Services 
MKS General Import Export Stadler 

Embassy of Switzerland in the Philippines
Global Reporting Initiative
Philippine Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
Switzerland Global Enterprise

Our Partners
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Regular Individual Members
JJ Jiao 
Lutz Kaiser 

Foreign-Based Corporate Member
Cartier Singapore 
Nencki Ltd

Honorary Members 
APM Technica AG Philippines
Benjamin Los Baños
Buergli Pharma Inc. 
Contact Center Association of the Philippines 
Edith de Leon 
Holcim Philippines 
John Clements Consultants Inc. 
Komodo Crafts 
Nestlé Philippines 
Novartis Healthcare Philippines INc. 
Philip Morris Fortune Tobacco 
Rolex Center Philippines Inc. 
SGS Philippines Inc. 
STAMM International Inc.
The Wallace Business Forum 



Become a member now! 
For queries, please contact your SwissCham Secretariat:

secretariat@swisscham.ph

(+63) 2 8 886 0301  

MEMBERSHIP MILEAGES 
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S W I S S  C H A M B E R  O F  C O M M E R C E  O F  T H E  P H I L I P P I N E S  
W O R K I N G  T O G E T H E R  T O  S T R E N G T H E N  E C O N O M I E S  

S I N C E  2 0 0 3

M I S S I O N  S T A T E M E N T

The Swiss Chamber of Commerce of the Philippines is a non-stock and 
non-profit organization that serves as a channel for initiating and facilitating

business-related and networking activities to grow trade and investments between
the Philippines and Switzerland. 

B O A R D  O F  D I R E C T O R S

CHRISTINE FAJARDO

Chairperson
Novartis Philippines

CAROL DOMINGUEZ

Vice Chairperson
John Clements Consultants, Inc.

ROSARIO BRADBURY

Corporate Secretary
Contact Center Association of the Philippines 

BRAHIM DRISSI

Treasurer
Rolex Centre Philippines Limited

HORIA ADRIAN 
Holcim Philippines

NICOLAS SOUVLAKIS
Philip Morris Fortune Tobaco

CRESENCIANO MARAMOT
SGS in the Philippines and Guam

MARCEL THENU

Directors

APM Technica AG-Philippines

KENT MARJUN PRIMOR 

Director of Operations
Embassy of Switzerland
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ATTY. DENYA GRACIA J. UY-ANASTACIO
Nestlé Philippines Inc.

Advisory Board

CÉLINE FÜRST

Deputy Head of Mission
Embassy of Switzerland

KENT MARJUN PRIMOR 

Head of Economic and Trade Advisory 
Embassy of Switzerland
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links leading to third-party websites or documents. We assume no
responsibility for any loss or damage sustained by the user as a result of any
violation of legal requirements by third parties linked to this document. In
addition, we assume no liability or guarantee for the content of third-party
websites or documents that can be accessed from this document.

Copyright: The information published in this document comes from a wide
variety of sources, which include third parties. The user may use the
published information and content for his / her own purposes with
attribution. Commercial distribution of the information and content to third
parties is not permitted without the express written consent of the respective
rights holder. We may unilaterally change this usage policy and the disclaimer
at any time without specific notification

T E A M  S E C R E T A R I A T

KENT MARJUN PRIMOR
Editor-in-Chief
Director of Operations

SwissCham Philippines would like to thank our contributors,
member-companies, and partners.

Layout and design by: Christian Fampulme

CHRISTIAN FAMPULME
Managing Editor
Academic Intern

CONNECT WITH US!

https://swisscham.ph

@swisschamph

secretariat@swisscham.ph

(+63) 2 8 886 0301  

Editorial Support Staff

AUDREI ROSHAN PEREZ
Academic Intern

DAZLE EDRALIN
Academic Intern
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